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the troubles in the patriarchate of Jerusalem. But between
the Maronite and Greek movements there is one salient
difference. While the native Greeks have been rebelling
against the domination of an alien Ionian hierarchy, the
Maronite people have been endeavoring to curtail the privi-
leges which a Maronite hierarchy of their own flesh and
blood has exercised unquestioned for centuries.

VI.   THE MONASTERIES

To call this section "The Eastern Monastic Orders"
would be misleading. Among the united bodies of Syria
may be found, indeed, genuine orders whose members
follow the ancient monastic rules of the Easts preserved
since the time of Saint Anthony, but the co-ordination of
these rules into a rigid constitution, and the elaborate
system of almost military control, culminating in a gen-
eral of the order, was based on Western models. Among
the Orthodox, orders comparable to these are not to be
found. Such communities of monks as exist in the Greek
Church were established for some practical purpose. Thus
the original community of Mount Athos was founded for
the copying of manuscripts, though it should be added that
with the lapse of this function, consequent both on the
lapse of learning in the Greek Church and on the discov-
ery of printing, the monastic establishments of Mount
Athos did not cease to flourish.1 The Brotherhood of
the Holy Sepulchre at Jerusalem, which ramifies all over
Palestine, and also extends beyond seas, has for its justi-
fication the preservation of the holy places. The Convent
of Mount Sinai exists for a similar purpose. Numerous
independent Greek monasteries, however, exist in Greece,
Asia Minor, the Lebanon, and elsewhere, each being quite
unconnected with any other monastery. Such establish-

1 In 1902 the monks of this place numbered some seven thousand
five hundred, divided among twenty monasteries, other smaller estab-
lishments, and hermit cells. The entire community is regulated by a
holy synod, an institution that appears to be organi2;e4 on thoroughly
democratic lines.